Hemifacial spasm: operative treatment.
This paper describes experience with a transtympanic facial nerve needling operation in 62 patients with hemifacial spasm, over a 15-year period. The procedure is simple and effective, but unfortunately it is usually marred by recurrence of the spasm. Repeat operations are easy to perform, and usually valuable the first time. Despite recurrence, most patients are finally less troubled than before operation. A small number have proved very resistant to treatment, and the aetiological implications of this are presented. Other operative options are also discussed, together with our experience in a small number treated by facial nerve needling at other sites.